








If  the bride’s parents have remarried and are going to host 
the wedding together, the first line would change to:

Mrs G Shaw and Mr P Ricciotti

If  only one remarried parent (with present husband or wife) 
hosts the wedding:

Mr and Mrs G Shaw 
request the pleasure of  

the company of

----------------------------------

at the marriage of  
her daughter …

If  only one parent is hosting the wedding:

Mrs P Ricciotti 
requests the pleasure of  

the company of

----------------------------------

at the marriage of  
her daughter …
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If  the bride and groom are hosting the wedding themselves, 
then the wording changes to:

The pleasure of  
the company of

----------------------------------

is requested at the marriage of  
Francesca Ricciotti 

with 
David McBride

Many couples like to personalise their invitation, adding 
quotes or poems. Always consult with the hosts of  the 
wedding before deciding on the wording and format of  the 
invitation.

Replying to the invitation

Guests should reply to wedding invitations as quickly as 
possible so that seating and catering can be arranged. Formal 
invitations are answered in the third person:

Mr and Mrs A Cornwell accept with pleasure 
Mr and Mrs Ricciotti’s invitation to the marriage  
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of  their daughter Francesca to David McBride at 
St John’s Church, Geelong, on Saturday 20 November 

at 4.00 pm and afterwards at ‘Fotheringay’, Mallop Street, Geelong.

If  you cannot attend, reply promptly and include a reason. 
If, after you’ve accepted an invitation, circumstances prevent 
you from attending, you should notify your hosts immediately 
by letter or telephone. 

Wedding presents
Traditionally, wedding presents were intended to help the 
couple set up house together, and they still serve the same 
purpose for many couples. If  the couple has been living 
together for some time or it is a second wedding for one or 
both parties, choose your present accordingly—rather than 
something practical, which they may already have, you might 
choose a luxury item or something ornamental. Many bridal 
couples indicate on their wedding invitation that, instead of  
presents, guests may contribute money via a wishing tree, 
which allows the purchase of  a large household item, such as 
a home entertainment system or white goods.
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